Genetic and environmental factors associated with nematode infection of dairy goats in northwestern France.
The helminth parasitism (strongyles and Muellerius) of dairy goats was investigated in commercial farms of northwestern France. The study was undertaken in spring (n = 263 goats) and autumn (n = 165); the breed, age, polledness, absence or presence of wattles, and reproductive status were recorded for each goat. The faecal output of strongyle eggs was significantly related to breed, polledness, presence of wattles and age. The faecal output of first stage larvae of Muellerius was correlated with breed, age and pregnancy.